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Panel Description 
 
Astrological and divinatory practices are here understood as a combination of knowledge and 
know-how. It is apprehended as a set of fortune telling, divinatory and prediction techniques 
participating to a broader system of interpretation of past, present and future events. The 
emphasis is on Burma, where astrology and divination rationale are part of the social thinking 
and are imbedded in the religious field, as it is the case elsewhere in South and Southeast 
Asia. 
The panel brings together six scholars working in history, anthropology and ethnology to 
explore the articulation between astrological and divinatory sciences, power and discourse in 
Burma, particularly when the astrological and divinatory theory informs the political, social 
and/or religious discourse. The discussion draws on reflections upon multicultural contacts 
and coproduction of knowledge through circulation of men, ideas and systems of knowledge. 
It explores the adaptation of « foreign », external, predominantly Indian astrological and 
divinatory practices to « local » techniques since the pre-modern times. How was the 
Burmese category bedin (astrology) progressively built through history? 
 
The panel also examines the potential transformations of astrological practices and 
techniques in current Myanmar and Southeast Asian contexts. Has growing mobility and 
regional connectivity informed the field of worldly practices and knowledge (lawki pinnya)? Is 
the role of worldly experts, ritual specialists, astrologers, and traditional healers changing? 
How influential are these experts in public life and/or on the political scene? How does the 
astrological and divinatory field articulate with Buddhism? This should allow for meaningful 
comparisons in a Southeast Asian regional perspective. 
 
Session 1 

1. The Emergence and Evolution of the Bedin Category in Burma: The Transition of the 
Nineteenth Century 
presented by Aurore Candier (Case, Irasec/CNRS) 

2. Min Thein Kha – Biography as a Construction of the Astrologer Personality 
presented by Bénédicte Brac de la Perrière (Case CNRS) 

3. The Arakanese Calendar: Ways of Mastering Space? presented by Alexandra de 
Mersan (Case CNRS/Inalco) 

Session 2:  

1. Planets = Karma? Unpacking the Ambivalence of Astrology in Healing Practices in 

Myanmar, Céline Coderey (ARI NUS) 

2. Dreams as Sources of Divine Revelation: Lokiya Knowledge and Dreams in 

Burmese Buddhism, Thomas N Patton (City University of Hong Kong) 

3. The Way to Change Our Own Fate : Astrology and the Manupulation of “ Dat ”, Keiko 

Tosa (Tokyo Univ of Foreign Studies) 


