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‘Rethinking the Nature/ Culture Divide’

A public lecture by Philippe Descola
Professor at Collége de France, Chair in Anthropology of Nature

Discussants: Thanes Wongyannawa, Faculty of Political Science, Thammasat
University and DrYukti Mukdawijitra, Faculty of Sociology and Anthropology,
Thammasat University.

Organized by
the Institute of Research on Contemporary Southeast Asia (IRASEC) and
the Center for Social Development Studies (CSDS),
Faculty of Political Science, Chulalongkorn University

In partnership with
the College de France,
the Faculty of political Science of Chulalongkorn University,
the Siamese Association of Sociologists and Anthropologists (SASA),
the French Embassy of Thailand.

Notions such as ‘nature’ or ‘culture’ are the product of a particu-
lar historical process and express the specific distribution of onto-
logical properties to beings in the world that the Moderns have
devised. Other civilizations have adopted other systems of distri-
bution, resulting in ontologies and principles of association
between humans and non-humans that differ widely from the
one which emerged in Europe a few centuries ago. The challenge
for the social sciences is to acknowledge this diversity, while
retaining the ambition to explain it in non-Eurocentric terms.

13.00 Registration

November 10th, 2017 13.30 Presentation
14.00 Lecture

Saranitet Conference Room, 15.00 Discussion

2nd floor, Main Auditorium, 15.30 Open Floor

Chulalongkorn University 16.00 Close



Philippe DESCOLA initially specialized in the ethnology of Amazonia, focu-
sing on how native societies relate to their environment. He has published
extensively on his field research with the Achuar of Ecuador and on the
comparative analysis of the relations between humans and non-humans,
including images. He is Professor of Anthropology at the Collége de France
and Director of Studies at the Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences
Sociales, Paris. Among his books in English are In the Society of Nature, The
Spears of Twilight, Beyond Nature and Culture, The Ecology of others. He is
a fellow of the British Academy and a foreign member of the American
Academy of Arts and Sciences.

Thanes WONGYANNAWA is Director of the Master Degree in Government of
the Faculty of Political Sciences of Thammasat University, where he has
taught Social and Political for more than three decades as an associate
professor before retiring recently. He has also taught Anthropological
Theory at the Department of Anthropology, Faculty of Archeology, Silpa-
korn University for more than a decade. Educated at Chulalongkorn Univer-
sity, University of Wisconsin-Madison, USA., and Cambridge University, he
has become one the most famous Thai specialist of social theories, espe-
cially postmodernist studies.

Yukti MUKDAWIJITRA received his PhD. in anthropology from the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-Madison in 2007. He is an assistant professor at Faculty of
Sociology and Anthropology, Thammasat University, Thailand. His
interests are linguistic anthropology, ethnicity, political anthropology, and
digital anthropology. His researches cover areas of both Vietnam and Thai-
land. He has published works in Thai, English, and Vietnamese. His is major
publications are, for example, Reading Community Culture: Politics and
Poetics of Community Culture Ethnography in Thailand (2005, in Thai),
"Language ldeologies and Ethnicity Orthography in a Multilingual State:
the Case of Ethnic Thai Orthography in Vietnam" (2011, in English),
"Contesting imagined communities: Politics of script and Tai cosmopolita-
nismin upland Vietnam" (2012, in English), Ethnic Tai Dam History: Roots of
Culture and Society of Thailand and Southeast Asia (2014, in Thai),
Rethinking Political Landscape in Thailand (co-author, 2013, in Thai).
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