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Existing literature on subsidence is mostly of technical nature and does not re�ect the political 
aspects of policy negotiation, nor does it deconstruct the discourses behind the problem 
framing. This paper seeks to address this gap by looking at which policy and discourse coalitions 
formed around the issue of subsidence in the Bangkok Metropolitan Region since the 1960s, 
how the concentrated policy e�orts in Bangkok generated externalities for the outer provinces 
and how the delta's submergence is a two-speed environmental threat.

Thanawat BREMARD (AgroParis Tech IRD)

Audrey FARAL (PHD candidate, University of Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne)

Sinking Bangkok:
A Policy and Discourse Coalition Perspective

A 22,000-years tephrostratigraphy record of 
unidenti�ed volcanic eruptions from Ternate and Tidore 
islands (North Maluku, Indonesia) : reconsiderating the 
volcanic hazards risks of dormant volcanoes?

Studying past volcanic activity allows improving hazard assessment, particularly in Indonesia, 
where the geological record is still limited for most volcanoes. As part of a recent approach to 
identify and characterize past volcanic events, we present the �rst reconstruction of the eruptive 
history of the Ternate and Tidore Islands (North Maluku, Indonesia) for the last 22,000 years cal. 
BP. This multidisciplinary study aims to make a stratigraphic and chronological continuum from 
the volcanic deposits found on a set of �fteen sections established in Ternate, Tidore, and 
Maitara Islands. This chronostratigraphic framework of the major eruptive events ranges from 
the end of the Pleistocene to the 13th century and allows to apprehend the potential present 
and future eruptive crisis on these vulnerable small volcanic islands. This still incomplete 
geological record raises the question of the integration of the risk related to dormant volcanoes 
in the current volcanic monitoring, which focuses, in Indonesia, only on active volcanoes since 
the 16th century (Pratomo, 2006). The reconsideration of the potential risk of dormant volcanoes 
on populated volcanic islands would initiate the creation of an appropriate management plan at 
Tidore in case of eruptions of the Kie Matubu and Telaga, despite the fact that, in human 
memory, the eruptive activity of these volcanoes has never threatened the population.
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Faced with natural threats and uncertainty, the inhabitants of the northern Thailand village 
studied interpret and seek protection from them through religious means and beliefs.
The local religion, a syncretism of Buddhism and animism involves an acceptance of the natural 
constraints of human life as well as mediations with nature through supernatural beings.
However, these religious interpretations seem to weaken in the face of modern threats and 
development.

This communication will focus on the situations of uncertainty faced by the younger generation 
in two villages in the province of Gunung Kidul.  One, Dadapayu - relatively isolated - is facing a 
worsening of agricultural lifestyles and a rural exodus of the younger generation driven by 
modern aspirations. The other - Bejiharjo - where the over-investment of the active category in 
the new tourist activity disrupts village lifestyles and gives rise to new risks. The comparison of 
these two contexts should allow me to question the orientation of development policies in 
relation to social, economic and environmental sustainability.

Vietnam has been facing a rise in the frequency and intensity of extreme weather events. Envi-
ronmental pressures require adaptations, and migration can be an answer. In Vietnam, migration 
�ows mostly from rural to urban areas, mainly Ho Chi Minh City. Multiple factors converge in the 
migration decision, including economic, social, legal and environmental ones. In a context of 
global uncertainty, to which extent can migration to the city be considered an adaptation strate-
gy to escape vulnerability? In particular, what role is attributed to the environmental changes in 
the migration? Considering vulnerability as a socially constructed and multi-dimensional 
concept, this research analyses migration trajectories, based on a qualitative �eldwork conduct-
ed in Ho Chi Minh City with rural migrants coming from the Mekong Delta, the Red River Delta 
and the central coast of the country.

Clara JULLIEN (PHD candidate, University of Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne)

Vulnerability, uncertainty and migration
in a context of environmental changes
Trajectories from Vietnamese deltas and
coastal rural areas to Ho Chi Minh City

Juliette SENDRA (PHD candidate, University of Aix-Marseille)

An uncertain future? Development policies and
sustainability in the face of rural youth aspirations
A comparative study of the touristic village of Bejiharjo and
the agricultural village of Dadapayu (Gunung Kidul, Java)

Alexandre MAROUEN (PHD candidate, University of Paul Valéry Montpellier)

Religious interpretations of natural threats and
uncertainty in a northern Thailand village
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The French Research Institute on Contemporary Southeast Asia 
(IRASEC, Bangkok), in collaboration with the Regional Center 
for Social Science and Sustainable Development – RCSD (Uni-
versity of Chiang Mai, Thailand), is organising a graduate semi-
nar on the topic of Interpretations of risks in Southeast Asia. 
The objective of this seminar is to o�er Ph.D students in the 
social sciences an opportunity to make a presentation related 
to this important research matter. 
 Contemporary South-East Asia lends itself to this subject 
matter given the multiplication of threats that it is exposed to: 
environmental, climate-related, economic, health-related, or 
social. Studies in social sciences can help understand how such 
threats are interpreted by institutions, local organisations, as 
well as communities and inhabitants. They can also explain 
how these interpretations di�er and are sometimes compati-
ble, sometimes opposite. This seminar can thus o�er a valuable 
contribution to the studies of risks and of contemporary South-
east Asia.

Mode of communication :
A 15-20 minutes presentation in English, followed by a few 
questions. The use of a slide show is up to the choice of the 
speaker.
Due to the Covid-19 restrictions, the seminar will be online.

On Zoom:
https://cmu-th.zoom.us/j/93946677014


